Q.  I receive letters and phone calls from Richmond Waldorf School each year requesting my participation in the Annual Giving Fund.  What is the Annual Giving Fund?

A.  The Annual Giving Fund is the yearly effort to raise unrestricted funds to help bridge the gap between tuition income and total operating expenses, especially the tuition assistance line item.  It is administered by the Development Committee of the Board of Trustees and is accomplished by a hard-working group of parent volunteers.
Q.  What are the major components of the School’s annual operating budget?

A.  Approximately 80% of the budget funds people-salaries and benefits for the faculty and staff.  The remainder supports curricular programs, tuition assistance, equipment, utilities, insurance and maintenance costs.

Q.  Doesn’t tuition cover all the annual operating expenses?

A.  No.  Tuition income at Richmond Waldorf School covers 90% of the annual expenses.  This means that the remaining 10% must be made up from other sources.

Q.  So why not raise tuition?

A.  Richmond Waldorf School strives to keep tuition increases as low as it can to make a Waldorf education available to as many qualified students as possible.  No independent school charges the full cost of educating its students without pricing itself out of the market.  Accordingly, every independent school has an Annual Giving Fund.
Q.  What makes Richmond Waldorf School an independent school?
A.  We design our own programs and curriculum, operate without financial support from federal or state government agencies and are governed by the Board of Trustees.  Unlike public schools, which are funded by tax dollars, independent schools rely solely upon tuition revenues, and philanthropic gifts to meet their operating expenses.

Q.  Why is it necessary for me to give to the Annual Giving Fund?

A.  Every gift that Richmond Waldorf School receives for the Annual Giving Fund is vitally important for two reasons. 

1) Your gift helps reach our Annual Giving goal every year.  This goal is part of the operating budget; therefore your gift goes directly towards helping the school maintain a balanced budget.  2) When our school approaches outside funding sources such as private and corporate foundations, they always ask what percentage of the school’s constituent group supports the Annual Giving Fund.  Your gift helps our percentages to go up.  Foundations typically look for a 90% participation rate by current parents.
Q.  Who supports the Annual Giving Fund?

A.  Last year many people including parents, faculty, trustees, grandparents and friends of RWS who believe in our mission of educating children and who support our ideals contributed to the Annual Giving Fund.
Q.  How are the Annual Giving Fund gifts used?

A.  Most gifts to the Annual Giving Fund are unrestricted, which means that the donor permits the School to determine the areas of the budget most in need of funding.
Q.  What are some of the items the Annual Giving Fund supports?

A.  It supports the entire school budget, including tuition assistance, classroom materials, and faculty development.
Q.  Are there other fundraising activities besides the Annual Giving Fund at our school?

A.  Yes.  While all members of the community are asked to participate in the Annual Giving Fund, the school also engages in other fundraising activities.  Our major fundraising events are our Chalk Walk-a-Thon and our Annual Auction.  These two events raise on average $25,000 per year.  Throughout the year we invite parents and friends to participate in smaller fundraising and community-building events..

Q.  How important is the Annual Giving Fund to Richmond Waldorf School?

A.  Without the Annual Giving Fund, we would be forced to make difficult decisions concerning the elimination or reduction of some programs that we have come to expect as part of the overall educational experience offered by Richmond Waldorf School.
Q.  How much should I donate to the Annual Giving Fund?

A.  Only you can determine what is appropriate for your family, but we encourage you to be as generous as you can be.   Thank you!

